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the depleted uranium we already
own. The rest should be put toward
educational opportunities, improve-
ments in infrastructure, and eco-
nomic development. The residents
of New York State feel strongly that
this proposal is a bad investment in
our economy, our environment and
our security.”

On March 25, Cheryl Wertz, more weapons ... creates a perpetual
Executive Director of PANY, testi-  game of one-up-manship ...”
fied before the Department of Energy “l come here today repre-
Committee on Complex Transforma- senting the members of Peace Action
tion. Her testimony is long and de- New York State asking you to reject
tailed , laying out the negative ef- the Bush administration proposal to
fects of nuclear weapons production spend $150
on the environment, human rights billion dollars
and human needs. Below, we have on Complex
excerpted a few telling paragraphs. Transforma-
For the complete document go to tion. We do
<WWW. panys.org>. not need

“... Peace Action is dedi- newer nuclear
cated to promoting the non-violent  warheads
resolution of conflict, the abolition of We need to
nuclear weapons, building a human spend a frac-
rights culture, and supporting human tion of that
needs instead of militarism.” money on dis-

“... New Yorkers do not be- mantling our
lieve that nuclear weapons ... make current weap-
us safer. By spending money on nu- ons stockpile
clear weapons technology ... we are and creating
announcing ... that our top priority is environmental
intimidation rather than mutual coop- containment
eration. ... the production of ever procedures for

" ' His pieces have appeared in
! # $ %& %($ )*& the New York Times, the Washington
Post, the Los Angeles Times and the
PACNY will hold its Second PhD and Richard W. Weiskopf, MD. Christian Science Monitor. He uses his
Annual Peace Conference on April 18-  Both panelists are active in the peace andexpertise on nuclear weapons, interna-
19 in Syracuse. justice community. tional relations and foreign policy to
Students of Le Moyne College Paul Kawika Martin is the na-  lobby Congress and to mobilize the
and Onondaga Community College will  tional organizing and political director of 100,000 members of Peace Action
meet with Paul Kawika Martin on Friday Peace Action, the largest grassroots around social change.
in their classrooms and in public gather- peace organization in the US. Martin The public is invited to attend
ings. He will discuss nuclear threats and has worked with environmental groups,  this timely and important lecture about
answer their questions. peace groups, and animal rights and hu- nuclear weapons and international rela-
On Saturday, Mr. Martin will man rights organizations, including tions on Saturday, April 19, 2008 at
be the keynote speaker at a forum at 2:00 Greenpeace and Physicians for Social ~ 2:00 p.m. at the Wescott Community
p.m. at the Wescott Community Center. Responsibility. He spent a year cam-  Center. Tickets are $10 at the door.

His topic will be “The Current Threat of  paigning in twenty countries on Green- ~ Westcott Community Center is at the
Nuclear Weapons.” He will be joined peace ships, such as the Rainbow War- ~ corner of Westcott and Euclid
by panelist responders, Diane R. Swords, rior. Streets in Syracuse.
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By Gerald R. Lotierzo ‘

From http://www.peace-action.org/
Fighting The Bomplex

fices to voice opposition to this dea
Phone numbers are noted in this
newsletter.
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‘ By Helen Stabler ‘
Complex Transformation

is the latest plan to modernize
and increase nuclear weap-
ons. It calls for new or im-
proved nuclear weapons facili-
ties at eight sites and includes
building a new plant for manu-
facturing plutonium pits, which
trigger nuclear weapons. The
HrPOst is at present estimated at
$150 BILLION. Independent
scientists say that the current
weapons will be reliable for 100

Against U.S. Weapons Dealfor

the Middle East

When theWashington Podirst
broke the story that the Bush Ad-
ministration was planning to send
over a billion dollars in arms aid to
the Middle East, Peace Action took
immediate actionlf you have not

Join Peace Action to Speak out Against
the BombPlex. As some of you may
know, the Department Of Energy has
given us a lovely gift - a public comment
period on bombplex/'complex transfor-
mation" that lasts through April. Go to
the National Peace Action Website and
click on: Comment to the Dept. of En-
erqy. signed their petition yet, please do
India Nuclear Deal the National Peace Action website.
Peace Action has signed onto a letter call-Call Clinton, Schumer and Walsh’s
ing for a new proposal to interact with offices to voice opposition to this
India with regard to its nuclear program. deal. years. _
Contrary to the claims of its advocates, RRW Complex Transformation
the proposed arrangement fails to bring  Peace Action has signed onto a letgetvould violate the Nuclear Non-
India further into conformity with the opposingReliable Replacement Waj- Proliferation Treaty (NPT), by
nonproliferation behavior expected of ~ headfunding that was delivered to | Which the US pledges to cease
other states. Go to the National Peace ~ Sen. Dorgan, Rep. Visclosky, and | the nuclear arms race and to
Action Website and read the let®ack- Rep. Hobsons' offices today. The | take steps toward nuclear disar-
ground. News letter was also emailed to Democ- | mament. It would motivate

PACNY 2007 - on India Deal  ratic members of the House and Senother nations to improve their
2008 Board of Directors Call Clinton ate Energy and Water Appropriationsown nuclear arsenals. It would
gerélﬁ' R SEEee), Schumer and  Subcommittees. It was signed by 3¢ demonstrate that the US was not
o-Lhair Walsh'’s of- national arms control, religious, and committed to the goal of nuclear
Cecilia Resti, ) S disarmament
Sy environmental organizations. :

ACTION: The Depart-
ment of Energy is accepting
comments on Complex Trans-
formation until April 10. To
find out where to send letters,
see the Peace Action web-
site. Another excellent source
of information is at
www.fcnl.org/nuclear.
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By Jill Evans

Mountains
beyond
Mountains
by Tracy Kid-
der, a paperback
from Random House and
Pulitzer Prize winner, is subtitled :

The Quest of Dr. Paul Farmer, a Man
Who Would Cure the World.

This non-fictional tale tells us
about Paul Farmer, MD and his un-
common growing up years prior to
attending Harvard Medical school. He
even squeezed in trips to serve the
poor in Haiti before and while attend-
ing medical school. This service and
his studies culminated in the special
area of medical anthropology.

It is a book
that looks at poverty
and the delivery of
health care — first in
Haiti, then on to
Peru and Russia. It
tackles diverse
issues such as mult
-drug resistant tu-
berculosis and in-
transigent bureauc-
racies like the
World Health Organization (WHO).

As we read, we explore Dr.
Farmer’s character, his

struggles and successes
as well as the growth of
the organization, Part-
ners in Health (PIH). If
you are willing to be
afflicted not comforted
this is a “good read.”
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Complex Transformation

3— Your Voice; Book Review
4— Your Voice; The Peace Sign
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Letters from our readers
Send Letters to: Pat Waelder, editor
pwaelder@twcny.rr.com
On Wednesday, March 19, a group of
veteran peace activists was arrested in
downtown Syracuse for “disorderly con-
duct” on the ¥ anniversary of the inva-
sion of Iraq. Here are a few of their com-
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Gerald Holtom, a designer and the semaphore - or flag-signaling -
former World War Il conscientious ob-  alphabet, super-imposing N (uclear)
jector from West London, persuaded the on D (isarmament) and placing them
DIRECT ACTION COMMITTEE, an within a circle symbolizing Earth.
antinuclear group, that their aims would For a local display, pass the brick
have greater impact if they were con-  house at 5409 So. Salina St., Syracys
veyed in a visual image. Thus, the "Ban to see the large lighted peace logo tha

the Bomb" symbol was born. has remained permanent since the
He settled on using letters from holiday season of two years ago.
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