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  Sunday, October 25 
saw a record crowd of 200 attend the 

NYS Fairgrounds to celebrate the lives of peace and justice 
activists in our community.  The overall theme of the event 
was captured in the title “Of One Mind for Peace.” This 
celebration inspires us not to be discouraged, but to con-
tinue our efforts for peace. 
 We proudly honored the following persons and 
organizations that have contributed significantly to further-
ing the causes we believe in, reaching beyond our locality 
to affect regional, state, national and in some cases world-
wide policy making. 
 Oren Lyons is this year’s lifetime honoree, hon-
ored for being an international voice for peace.  He pro-
vides us with a deep respect for the land and its people and 
points to the responsibility we all have for coming genera-
tions.  For the past 30 years, Oren has been joined by At-
torney Joseph Heath in this work for progressive social 
change.  Joe was also honored. 
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By Pat Waelder, ed. 
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 November 20-22, activists converged at Ft. Benning, GA at SOA, renamed Western Hemisphere Insti-
tute for Security Cooperation. In the name of its citizens and using American taxpayer dollars, the United 
States, the most democratic of countries, has for decades been training some of the most anti-democratic lead-
ers in the world.   Administrations that have decried terrorism abroad, have encouraged terrorists right here at 
home, including the recent coup in Honduras. The impact of SOA graduates on Latin American freedom has 
been devastating. Armed with sophisticated training, modern weapons, and up-to-date techniques of control 
and surveillance, graduates of the SOA have terrorized their own countrymen for a generation. 

 Representative McGovern has reintroduced Latin 
America Military  Training Review Act (H.R. 2567) to 
suspend SOA operations and investigate human rights 
abuses associated with the school. Of the 88 cosponsors, 10 
are from NY.  Contact Rep. Maffei to sign on as well. 
 Nancy Gwin of Syracuse, a social justice activist 
and former Corcoran H.S. teacher, was arrested at the pro-
test. She returns to court on January 25. 

 Building community one block at a time, Helen 
Hudson has pioneered in bringing people together to cre-
ate awareness of violence and how to stop it.  It is often a 
lonely struggle, but she faithfully perseveres.  As a civic 
activist, Mark Spadafore works in the political arena, 
seeking fairness for workers, union organizers and just 
living wage legislation and job training.  His youthful 
enthusiasm inspires us. 
 SAMED  (Syracuse Area Middle East Dialog) 
was founded in 1981 to create meaningful face-to-face 
dialog among those who share commonalities, yet are 
also different.  They believe that a peaceful world starts 
with building peaceful communities.  Accepting the 
award were Ahmed Al-Hindi  and Louis Kriesberg. 
 Our Keynote Speaker was Chris Hedges, a Pulit-
zer Prize winning journalist, who spoke on the deceptions 
practiced by the mainstream media at this juncture in our 
national journey.  He offered a small ray of hope at the 
end, but his remarks in total were sobering. 
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 *   Russia 'could drop nu-
clear arms'.  Russian Prime Minister 
Vladimir Putin has said his country 
could give up nuclear weapons if 
everyone else that had them did the 
same. The remarks came as Russian 
and US officials negotiated a suc-
cessor to the 1991 Start treaty on 
arms reduction, which expires in 
December.  
*   An important new study shows 
that the cost to build 100 new reac-
tors in the U.S. would run to tril-
lions of dollars. Dr. Mark Cooper, a 
senior fellow for economic analysis 
at the Institute for Energy and the 
Environment at Vermont Law 
School, unveiled his report recently 
entitled "The Economics of Nuclear 
Reactors" on a press conference call 
recently. The report finds that it 

Legislative and Nuclear Update 
By Gerald R. Lotierzo 

would cost $1.9 trillion to $4.1 
trillion more over the life of 100 
new nuclear reactors than it 
would to generate the same elec-
tricity from a combination of 
more energy efficiency and re-
newable energy sources. 
*   Yet Department of Energy 
Secretary Steven Chu recently 
said, "Quite frankly, we want to 
recapture the lead on industrial 
nuclear power. We have lost that 
lead as we have lost the lead in 
many energy technologies and we 
want to get it back," Secretary 
Chu said in a statement before the 
Senate. At the same time, Senate 
appropriators are yet again seek-
ing up to $50 billion in taxpayer-
backed nuclear loan guarantees 
for new reactor and uranium en-
richment facility construction. 

*And the nuclear industry's 
steady march in retreat con-
tinued when the Tennessee 
Valley Authority (TVA) 
announced it would not go 
forward with three of four 

new reactors planned for its 
Bellefonte site. TVA has scaled 
back its ambitions to just one new 
reactor according to reports. The 
Bellefonte site already has two 
incomplete reactors mothballed 
since 1988. These latest cancela-
tions come on the heels of rever-
sals in Texas and Missouri where 
new reactor plans were also re-
cently abandoned. 
*   But the United States and Italy 
recently signed a deal to revive 
Italy's nuclear power program 
which was closed by referendum 
in 1987 following the Chernobyl 
nuclear accident in the former So-
viet Republic of Ukraine. The 
ambitious pact, lauded by the 
Obama Administration's Depart-
ment of Energy Secretary Steven 
Chu, calls on the cooperation of 
the United States to help Italy 
build up to 12 new reactors. Italy 
plans to announce proposed sites 
for new nuclear construction as 
early as February 2010.   
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•   National Peace Action has 
hired Judith LeBlanc to coordi-
nate the planning for events in 
May 2010 on Nuclear Abolition.  
She will be working with Cheryl 
out of the NYS Peace Action of-
fice. 
•   Syracuse Peace Council has 
put together a lobbying commit-
tee on Afghanistan.  They have 
asked us to join the committee to 
lobby our Congressional delega-

by Maryann Zimmerman •   Jerry Lotierzo, co-chair of Peace 
Action CNY, protested the escala-
tion and surge of troops in Afghani-
stan on Wednesday, December 2 at 
the Federal Building in Syracuse. 
He was joined by protestors from 
other peace groups, notably from 
the Syracuse Peace Council.  The 
event was covered by both the Post-
Standard and Channel 10. 
•   The Military Budget handout is 
an insert in this issue of the VOICE. 

tion. 
•   Afghani- stan Rally/
Protest and visits to Con-
gressional delega- tions 
will occur at the local level in the 
event that Obama increases troop 
levels in Afghanistan.during 
Thanksgiving and Christmas.  
(Note: President Obama an-
nounced the surge of troops on 
Tuesday, December 1.) 
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In Memoriam – 
A Firm Friend and Supporter  
Sally Daniels Dike died on Monday, October 5, 2009.  Sally was an accomplished novelist, 
short story writer, and coordinated the Syracuse University Creative Writing Program until 
her retirement in 1997.  During the last 20 years she volunteered and sat on the Boards of 
the ACLU, Peace Action of CNY, and The Learning Place, an adult literacy organization.  
She was a faithful tutor and volunteer at the Learning Place. Sally combined the best of in-
tellectual accomplishment with her willingness to “dig in” to get the job done.  She was a 
regular stuffer and mailer of this monthly newsletter.  We’ll miss you sorely, Sally. 

Support Troops Network Expands to Meet Needs 
Support Troops Network, an organization inspired in part by Peace Action of CNY, continues to 
provide assistance to veterans who fall through the cracks in the VA system and their families. 

We just finished conducting a 8 week stress reduction class for veterans in conjunction with the College of Hu-
man Ecology at Syracuse University. These classes are based on a mindfulness based approach and include 
meditation training, cognitive restructuring and yoga. We have applied for a grant from the Department of the 
Army to continue these classes here in Syracuse and in Watertown. 
 Several of us have attended and spoken at  various veteran  workshops and events. In addition we are 
sending a letter to local VFW and American Legion posts informing them of our services and of our willing-
ness to speak at meetings. 
  Naturally we continue to respond to inquiries, provide counseling for veterans and their families and 
make referrals to appropriate agencies. We are geared up to provide family support groups on a regular basis. 
Any therapists interested in working with veterans and their families or veterans and/or family members can 
reach us at 315-200-0531. 

By Bill Cross 



SECRET SERVICE  
GETS TOUGH WITH 

PEACE ACTION  
 By Ed Kinane.  Ed is a long-time Peace Action 
of CNY  member. For his more detailed narra-
tive of “Secret Service Misconduct…” see the 
October 9 DissidentVoice.org website.  
    On October 5 a carload of Central New 
Yorkers (Ann Tiffany, Rae Kramer, Herm 
Bieling and I) headed for a national demonstra-
tion at the White House. There we joined 
Kevin Martin, Paul Kawika Martin, David 
Kunes and others in the Peace Action affinity 
group to tell Mr. Obama to end the war in Af-
ghanistan.  Hundreds of citizens over the were 
there. Affinity groups from various national 
anti-war groups did particular nonviolent ac-
tions (including chaining themselves to the 
White House fence) at the restricted “postcard zone” outside the White House. 
    Our Peace Action group, together with folks from the National Campaign for Nonviolent Resistance, went to the 
White House guard shack to deliver a letter to the Commander-in-Chief. Our letter, mailed to Mr. Obama without re-
sponse, called on him to meet with us to discuss US withdrawal from that blood-soaked land. The guards refused to ac-
cept the letter. Twenty-two of us then “died-in” at the gate. the DC police surrounded us with “crime scene” tape, but 
otherwise didn’t intervene. After nearly an hour we rose and continued to, quietly and calmly, cluster around the gate the 
police  
    At no time, did the police order us to disperse or tell us we were under arrest. One high-level officer told us 
could stay there all night for all they cared. We told him we just might do that. But eventually the police appeared to be 
preparing to arrest us. Then after some time at least a dozen uniformed Secret Service police approached us, and without 
a word, much less an order to disperse, began grabbing, pushing and dragging us away from the White House gate. 
    Although over 60 US citizens were arrested that day outside the White House, no one in our two affinity groups 
was arrested. Instead we were assaulted. What’s worse we were denied our Constitutionally guaranteed right of 
peaceful assembly and the right to petition the government for redress of grievances.  In their strong-arm tactics 
and in their ignoring due process, communication and negotiation, the Secret Service was a relic of the Bush administra-

tion. Fortunately, none of us was provoked into self-defense; none of us met violence with violence. 
    Was the Secret Service, while ordered to play rough, told to avoid arresting us? Was the White House 
trying to cover up the scale of popular resistance to what is now Mr. Obama’s war? 

PEACE ACTION of Central New York 
2013 E. Genesee St. 
Syracuse, NY 13210 

Return Service Requested 
 
 
 
 
Printed on Recycled Paper 

Nonprofit Org. 
U.S. Postage  

Paid 
Syracuse, NY 

Permit No. 1647 

����

Contents:  
1—  Annual Dinner, 
2—  Legislative/Nuclear Update 
3—  Notes from the Board, Support Network 

Members of PA Affinity Group "Die In" at the White House                    
(Photo: David Kunes.) 


